Watkin Path, Snowdon
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Note: This map is intended as a rough guide only. You should use the most recent version of
the relevant Ordnance Survey map (see below) when walking the route.
Distance: 8 miles (13km) (there and back)
Ascent: 3330 feet (1015 metres)
Time: About 6 hours (there and back)
Grade: Mountain Walk
Start / Finish: Pont Bethania Car Park, Nant Gwynant, off the A498
(SH 627 507)
Relevant Map: Ordnance Survey Explorer OL 17 (Snowdon & Conwy Valley)
© 2010 Snowdonia National Park Authority

Watkin Path, Snowdon
This path was named after Sir Edward Watkin, Liberal Member of Parliament and railway entrepreneur
who retired to a chalet in Cwm Llan on the foothills of Snowdon. A track to the South Snowdon Slate
Quarry through Cwm Llan already existed, so to enable visitors to walk all the way up Snowdon, Edward
Watkin created a path from the quarry to the summit. This was the first designated footpath in Britain,
and the first step towards opening the countryside to walkers. The path was officially opened in 1892 by
the Prime Minister William Gladstone, who was 83 years old at the time. He addressed a crowd of over
2000 people from a rock on the side of the path, which is known today as the Gladstone Rock.
This is thought to be one of the most hard going paths up Snowdon, as it starts only a little above sea
level. The path starts off wide and quite even, but becomes rocky towards the second half, and then
crosses loose scree.
Parking
Pay and display car park – make sure that you have enough loose change. In the high season you may
descend by another of the Snowdon paths and catch the Sherpa bus
back to your vehicle.
Facilities
Public toilets open during the day. Café nearby.
The Route
1. To reach the start of the path, follow the main
road to the left from the car park, over the bridge
and cross the road. To the left of the entrance to
the National Trusts’ farm, Hafod y Llan, you will
see a ‘Llwybr Watkin Path’ sign and stone steps
leading into the woods. Follow the path through
the woods and in a short while, you will go through
two large gates.
2. Shortly, you will come out into open countryside, and when you reach a bend in the path you
will see Cwm Llan stretching out in front of you.
3. After going through the mountain gate, you will
pass the beautiful gushing waterfalls on your right.
4. After passing the crushing mill the path forks.
Keep to the right – the path to the left leads over
Bwlch Cwm Llan towards the Aran.
5. You will shortly walk passed Gladstone Rock and
its stone plaque commemorating the opening of
the path to the summit.
6. After passing the barracks, the path veers
steeply to the right with Cwm Tregalan on the left.
Follow the path that climbs very steeply to Bwlch
Ciliau.
7. At Bwlch Ciliau, follow the path to the left. The
path to the right follows the Snowdon Horseshoe
and leads towards Y Lliwedd.
8. Before the next steep section, you will be at
Bwlch y Saethau.

9. After passing Bwlch y Saethau you will reach
the most difficult part of the path. It is extremely
steep, and care must be taken as it is very loose
underfoot. You will shortly reach a standing stone
that marks the spot where the Watkin Path joins
the Rhyd Ddu Path. (Remember to turn off the
Rhyd Ddu Path by this stone on your way down
from the summit.)
10. From the standing stone at the top end of
Bwlch Main, which marks the junction with the
Rhyd Ddu Path, follow the path to the right and
the visitor centre, Hafod Eryri, will come into
sight. You are now on the last leg of your journey
up Snowdon, and only a few minutes from the
summit.
11. On the way down, it is important to remember
that the Watkin Path does not descend directly
from the summit – it starts from the standing
stone which is approximately 200 metres down
the Rhyd Ddu Path.
Remember!
Though you are in the Snowdonia National Park,
please remember that the path crosses the
privately owned farm and grazing lands of
Gwastadannas, where dogs are not welcomed
unless under close control or on a lead.
On your way to the summit you will see evidence
of essential footpath restoration work carried out
by the National Park Authoriy. Please keep to the
footpath to prevent further erosion.
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